
Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Annual Citation Totals (All Species)
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Citation Minimum 45# in 1972; Citation Minimum raised to 50# in 1987; Release Citation added in 1988; Release Only in 2000

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 Amberjack Citations
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Citation Weight set @ 50# in 1958; Raised to 55# in 1964; Lowered to 50# in 1966; Raised to 55# in 1972; Raised to 60# in 1973; Raised to 75# in 1976; 
Lowered to 70# in 1983; Release @ 44" offerred in 1989; Release Only in 2000

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 Black Drum Citations

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

19
58

19
60

19
62

19
64

19
66

19
68

19
70

19
72

19
74

19
76

19
78

19
80

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

Year

# 
o

f 
C

it
at

io
n

s

Captures Releases



Citation Minimum set @ 8# in 1958; Lowered to 6# in 1960; Raised to 9# in 1964; Raised to 10# in 1965; Raised to 12# in 1966; Raised to 16# in 1969; 
Raised to 17# in 1972; Lowered to 16# in 1978; Release offerred @ 36" in 2000

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Bluefish Citations
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Citation Minimum set at 45# in 1958; Release offerred in 1991 @ 48"; Release lowered to 44" in 1999

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Cobia Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 2# in 1958; Raised to 3# in 1964; No Citation offerred 1972-1976; Raised to 4# in 1977; Lowered to 3# in 1991

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Croaker Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 15# in 1958; Raised to 20# in 1976

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 Dolphin Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 15# in 1960; Raised to 16# in 1989; Raised to 17# in 1992; Release Only @ 32" in 2002

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
False Albacore (Little Tunny) Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 5# in 1958; Raised to 6# in 1960; Raised to 7# in 1978; Lowered to 6# in 1986; Raised to 7 # in 2002

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 Summer Flounder Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 4# in 1958; Raised to 6# in 1972; Raised to 9# in 1974; Raised to 11# in 1976; Raised to 12# in 1981; Lowered to 11# in 1990; 
Lowered to 9# in 1995; Release offerred @ 30" in 2002

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
Gray Trout (Weakfish) Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 5# in 1999; Lowered to 4# in 2001

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 Gray Triggerfish Citations
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Citation Mimnimum set @ 20# in 1960

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
King Mackerel Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 2# in 1971; No Citation offerred from 1975-1995; Citation Minimum set @ 1.5# in 1996

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Kingfish (Roundhead) Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 1.5# in 2000

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 Pompano Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 40# in 1958; Release @ 44" offerred in 1988; Release only (44") in 1999

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Red Drum Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 30# in 1975; Raised to 35# in 1989; Raised to 50# in 1993; Release offerred (any size) in 1975; Release only in 1996

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Sailfish Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 4# in 1958; Raised to 5# in 1978

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 Black Sea Bass Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 100# in 1960; Raised to 150# in 1988; Raised to 200# in 1991; Release offerred in 1990 @ 72"; Release only in 1999

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Shark Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 5# in 1998

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Sheepshead Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 5# in 1991

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 Spanish Mackerel Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 4# in 1958; Raised to 5# in 1975; Release offerred in 2001 @ 24 inches

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 Speckled Trout Citations 
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Citation Minimum set @ 14 oz. in 1958; Lowered to 12 oz. in 1961; Raised to 14 oz. in 1964; Raised to 15 oz. in 1974; Raised to 1# in 1977 

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 Spot Citations

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

19
58

19
60

19
62

19
64

19
66

19
68

19
70

19
72

19
74

19
76

19
78

19
80

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

Year

# 
o

f 
C

it
at

io
n

s

Captures Releases



44" offered in 1992; Release lowered to 42" in 1998

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Striped Bass Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 40# in 1960; Raised to 70# in 1993; Release offerred (any Size) 1960; Release only in 1996

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Tarpon Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 5# in 1958; Raised to 6# in 1972; Raised to 9# in 1975; Release offerred @ 21" in 2002

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Tautog Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 20# in 1962; Raised to 30# in 1976

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Wahoo Citations
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Citation Minimu set @ 50# in 1958; Raised to 60# in 1989; Raised to 75# in 1993; Release offered (any size) in 1958; Release only in 1996

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
 White Marlin Citations
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Citation Minimum set @ 9# in 1995; Lowered to 7# in 1996; Raised to 8# in 1998; Raised to 9# in 2002; Release offerred @ 21" in 2002

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
Spadefish Citations
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